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STUDY GUIDE INTRODUCTION AND
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE
CERTIFICATION EXAMINATIONS FOR
OKLAHOMA EDUCATORS

The first two sections of the study guide are available in a separate PDF file.  Click the link below to view or print these
sections.
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FIELD-SPECIFIC INFORMATION
• Test Competencies
• Practice Test Questions and Answers
• Constructed-Response Assignment Scoring

INTRODUCTION

This section includes a list of the test competencies, as well as a set of practice selected-response (multiple-choice)
questions and one or more practice constructed-response assignments (if applicable), for the test field included in this
study guide.

Test Competencies

The test competencies are broad, conceptual statements that reflect the subject-matter skills, knowledge, and
understanding an entry-level educator needs to teach effectively in Oklahoma public schools.  The list of test
competencies for each test field represents the only source of information about what a specific test will cover and
therefore should be reviewed carefully.

The descriptive statements that follow the competencies are included to provide examples of possible content
covered by each competency.  These descriptive statements are neither exhaustive nor exclusionary.

Practice Test Questions

The practice selected-response questions and any practice constructed-response assignments included in this section
are designed to give you an introduction to the nature of the questions included in this OSAT test field.  The practice
test questions represent the various types of questions you may expect to see on an actual test; however, they are not
designed to provide diagnostic information to help you identify specific areas of individual strengths and weaknesses or
to predict your performance on the test as a whole.

To help you prepare for your OSAT, each practice selected-response question in this section is preceded by the
competency it measures and followed by a brief explanation of the correct response.  On the actual test, the
competencies, correct responses, and explanations will not be given.

The foreign language tests contain two or more constructed-response assignments, depending on the test.  In this
guide, each constructed-response assignment is immediately followed by a sample response and/or a description of the
task.  The sample responses in this guide are for illustrative purposes only.  Your written responses should be your
original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from some other work.

A description of the process that is used for scoring the constructed-response assignments is provided in addition to
the OSAT performance characteristics and score scales.

When you are finished with the practice test questions, you may wish to go back and review the entire list of test
competencies and descriptive statements for your test field.
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TEST COMPETENCIES:  RUSSIAN

SUBAREAS:

I.  Listening Comprehension
II.  Reading and Vocabulary

III.  Language Structures
IV.  Cultural Understanding and Language Acquisition

V.  Written Expression
VI.  Oral Expression

Texts presented on the examination will be examples of language used by native speakers in authentic situations to
serve genuine communicative functions among educated adults (e.g., to socialize, to obtain or impart information, to
express opinions, to persuade, to entertain).

SUBAREA I—LISTENING COMPREHENSION

Competency 0001

Understand spoken questions or other oral messages.

The following topics are examples of content that may be covered under this competency.

Understand a question or comment likely to be encountered in a social situation.

Understand a request for information.

Competency 0002

Derive essential information from oral messages in real-life situations.

The following topics are examples of content that may be covered under this competency.

Understand the main idea or details in a spoken passage.

Understand a telephone message or public address announcement.

Understand a sequence of steps described in a set of oral directions.

Understand a stated cause or effect of a situation described in an oral message.

Competency 0003

Infer meaning from oral communications.

The following topics are examples of content that may be covered under this competency.

Characterize the tone, mood, or point of view of one or more speakers.

Analyze a relationship (e.g., cause-and-effect) implied but not stated in an oral communication.

Analyze the social context of a spoken exchange or the relationship between speakers.
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SUBAREA II—READING AND VOCABULARY

Competency 0004

Understand the literal content of a variety of authentic materials.

The following topics are examples of content that may be covered under this competency.

Analyze a passage to determine the stated main idea or an accurate summary.

Discern details regarding character, setting, or events described in a passage.

Analyze a passage to determine the sequence of events.

Competency 0005

Apply skills of inference and interpretation in a variety of authentic materials.

The following topics are examples of content that may be covered under this competency.

Make inferences about setting or character from information provided in a passage.

Discern implied cause-and-effect relationships in a passage.

Infer an author's assumptions, purpose, or point of view in a passage.

Interpret figurative language (e.g., metaphors, similes) in a literary passage.

Competency 0006

Select words, phrases, or sentences, including idiomatic expressions, to complete passages in
Russian.

The following topics are examples of content that may be covered under this competency.

Determine appropriate language for travel situations (e.g., arranging for lodging, purchasing tickets for a
group).

Determine appropriate language for social situations (e.g., canceling an appointment, expressing a
compliment).

Determine appropriate language for everyday transactions (e.g., shopping, dining).

Determine appropriate language for expressing attitudes, opinions, and judgments.

SUBAREA III—LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

Competency 0007

Transform sentences or passages in context according to given instructions.

The following topics are examples of content that may be covered under this competency.

Transform a positive statement, question, or command to a negative one, or vice versa.

Transform the tense or mood of a sentence or passage.

Transform a sentence or passage from direct to indirect discourse, or vice versa.

Combine two or more sentences into one sentence that preserves the meaning of the original sentences.
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Competency 0008

Analyze sentences to determine grammatically correct words or phrases to complete them.

The following topics are examples of content that may be covered under this competency.

Use the correct noun or pronoun form or particle for a given context.

Use verb forms or phrases as appropriate for a given context.

Use the appropriate modifying word or phrase to complete a sentence.

Use the appropriate subordinate clause to complete a sentence.

Competency 0009

Revise written passages to correct errors in structure and syntax that interfere with accurate
communication.

The following topic is an example of content that may be covered under this competency.

Select revisions to correct inappropriate use of tenses, forms, or constructions.

SUBAREA IV—CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING AND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

Competency 0010

Understand the historical development, geographic features, and social characteristics of Russian-
speaking cultures.

The following topics are examples of content that may be covered under this competency.

Analyze the role of major historical events, figures, and movements in the development of Russian-speaking
cultures.

Relate natural geographic features (e.g., climate, location, natural resources) of Russian-speaking nations to the
economies of these nations (e.g., mineral and agricultural products).

Understand major social institutions (e.g., educational systems) and characteristic features of daily
life in nations in which Russian is the major vehicle of communication.

Competency 0011

Understand the achievements of Russian-speaking cultures in the areas of literature, the
nonliterary arts, science, and technology.

The following topics are examples of content that may be covered under this competency.

Identify the significance of major movements, writers, and works in the literature of the Russian-speaking
world.

Understand major movements, artists, and works in the visual arts and music of Russian-speaking cultures.

Recognize scientific and technological achievements (historical or contemporary) of Russian-speaking cultures.
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Competency 0012

Understand the process of language acquisition.

The following topics are examples of content that may be covered under this competency.

Analyze major theories of first- and second-language acquisition (e.g., the theories of Krashen and Cummins).

Apply knowledge of the processes of first- and second-language acquisition.

SUBAREA V—WRITTEN EXPRESSION

Competency 0013

Write a well-organized passage of several paragraphs in Russian that is appropriate in style and
diction for a given audience, purpose, and occasion and that communicates a message effectively
through use of a range of vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and simple and complex linguistic
constructions.

The following tasks are examples of content that may be covered under this competency.

Write a letter to a professor requesting a recommendation for a particular job or program of study, and
include reasons for being interested in the job or academic program.

Write an account describing to a teacher or other acquaintance the reasoning behind a significant personal
decision.

Write a letter of thanks addressed to an appropriate audience in a Russian-speaking culture (e.g., a family with
whom the writer has spent a summer as an exchange student).

SUBAREA VI—ORAL EXPRESSION

Competency 0014

In response to a prompt, construct connected oral discourse in Russian that communicates a
message effectively and that demonstrates command of a range of vocabulary, idiomatic
expressions, and simple and complex language structures.

The following tasks are examples of content that may be covered under this competency.

Describe events or actions in tenses appropriate to the task.

Discuss advantages and disadvantages of an idea or proposed course of action.

Respond to a hypothetical situation (e.g., a traffic accident) by explaining or describing events or by requesting
assistance.
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PRACTICE TEST QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:  RUSSIAN

The Russian test consists of five sections:  1) a section with selected-response questions, 2) a listening section,
3) a reading section, 4) a writing section, and 5) a speaking section.  The first four sections will be administered in a
regular examination room.  The speaking section (Section Five) is contained in a separate test booklet and may be
administered in a separate room.  The directions for each section appear immediately before the section.

Try to answer all questions.  Even if you are unsure of an answer, it is better to guess than not to answer a question at
all.  You will NOT be penalized for guessing.  You may use the margins of the test booklet for scratch paper, but all of
your responses must be recorded, as indicated, on your answer sheet and the lined pages provided in the test booklet.

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION ONE:  SELECTED RESPONSE

Section One consists of selected-response questions.  Read each question and record your answer on the
answer sheet in the space that corresponds to the question number.

Practice Selected-Response Questions

Competency 0007

Transform sentences or passages in context according to given instructions.

1. Which of the following responses changes the sentence below to the future tense without changing any
other aspect of the sentence's meaning?

Ty pow\l s nami na rabotu, htoby tebe ne bylo skuhno doma bez nas*

A. Ty pojd\w; s nami na rabotu, htoby tebe ne bylo skuhno doma bez nas*

B. Ty pojd\w; s nami na rabotu, htoby tebe ne budet skuhno doma bez nas*

C. Ty budew; idti s nami na rabotu, htoby tebe ne bylo skuhno doma bez nas*

D. Ty pojd\w; s nami na rabotu, i togda ty ne budew; skuhat; doma bez nas*

Correct Response:  A.  The verb pojti is a perfective verb of motion.  The future tense of perfective verbs of
motion may be formed by adding present tense endings to the verb stem.

A dependent clause introduced by the subordinating conjunction htoby always requires that the finite verb in the
dependent clause be in the past tense.
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Competency 0008

Analyze sentences to determine grammatically correct words or phrases to complete them.

2. For the question that follows, select the
pair of words that correctly fill in the
blanks in the sentence.

V kino ________ novyj
dokumental;nyj fil;m o ________
veru[]ix v stalinskix lagerqx.

A. pokazyva[t, presledovaniq

B. id\t, presledovaniqx

C. wlo, presledovanie

D. id\t, presledovanie

Correct Response:  B.  The phrase id\t fil;m is an idiomatic expression equivalent in meaning to the English
sentence The film is playing.  The verb id\t is commonly used in this meaning with other words:  id\t sneg (it is
snowing); id\t do'd; (it is raining);  id\t bremq (time is passing).

The preposition o requires that the noun governed by it be in the prepositional case.
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Competency 0009

Revise written passages to correct errors in structure and syntax that interfere with accurate communication.

3. For the question that follows, select the
response that corrects all of the errors
in the sentence.

Q ne xohu, htoby Miwa ska'et
sestru o tom, hto sluhilos;.

A. Q ne xohu, htoby Miwa ska'et
sestre o tom, hto sluhilos;.

B. Q ne xohu, hto Miwa ska'et
sestru o tom, hto sluhilos;.

C. Q ne xohu, htoby Miwa skazal
sestre o tom, hto sluhilos;.

D. Q ne xohu, htoby Miwa skazala
sestru o tom, hto sluhilos;.

Correct Response:  C.  Almost all verbs of communication, including the commonly used verbs govorit; (to speak)
and skazat; (to say), require that the person(s) with/to whom there is communication be in the dative case.

A dependent clause introduced by the subordinating conjunction htoby always requires that the finite verb in the
dependent clause be in the past tense.
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Competency 0010

Understand the historical development, geographic features, and social characteristics of Russian-speaking cultures.

4. Which of the following best describes a
general change in the social structure of
Russia during the late nineteenth century?

A. The constant threat of foreign
invasion enabled military leaders
to supplant the aristocracy as the
preeminent social class in Russian
society.

B. Various social reforms gave
preferential considerations to
members of an emergent urban
working class.

C. The democratization of Russian
political life was a major factor in
the creation of a new and powerful
class of intellectuals.

D. Industrialization and urbanization
slowly eroded the power and
privilege of the landed gentry.

Correct Response:  D.  The last several decades of the nineteenth century were a time of considerable economic
change in Russia.  With increased industrialization and urbanization, the power and privilege of the landed gentry came
under assault from several directions.  On one hand, a wealthy group of foreign capitalists with heavy investments in
Russian industry posed a serious threat to the gentry's heretofore unchallenged control of Russian economic life; on the
other, members of an emergent middle class demanded a role in government that was commensurate with their
growing importance in Russian society.
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Competency 0011

Understand the achievements of Russian-speaking cultures in the areas of literature, the nonliterary arts, science, and
technology.

5. Which of the following accurately matches a prominent Russian writer with a major achievement of that
writer?

Line Writer Achievement

1 Alexander Pushkin He led the reaction against romanticism that gave rise to
the great Russian novel.

2 Ivan Turgenev He created a variety of styles and genres that strongly
influenced later Russian writers.

3 Anton Chekhov He gave the Russian short story a modern form.

4 Boris Pasternak He provided Russian literature with an authentic national
identity.

A. Line 1

B. Line 2

C. Line 3

D. Line 4

Correct Response:  C.  In addition to being a major dramatist, Anton Chekhov (1860–1904) created a short story
form that marked a new departure in that literary genre.  Where earlier short story writing moved in a linear fashion
toward a clearly defined climax, Chekhov used a mass of impressionistic details to fashion stories in which plot is
subordinated to the exploration of character and situation.  While Chekhov's stories contain little outward action, they
are rich in psychological insight.
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Competency 0011

Understand the achievements of Russian-speaking cultures in the areas of literature, the nonliterary arts, science, and
technology.

6. Which of the following was a major
theme of the Soviet-era films of Sergei
Eisenstein?

A. the portrayal of the Russian people
acting together as a collective hero

B. a depiction of the work process on
collective farms and other rural
enterprises

C. the exploration of how individuals
adapt to changing social conditions

D. an examination of relations among
Russia's diverse cultural groups

Correct Response:  A.  The most famous of Russia's Soviet-era film directors, Sergei Eisenstein (1898–1948), is best
remembered for his ability to create high levels of tension through the clash of contrasting visual images.  The main
theme of Eisenstein's work was human brotherhood, which he underscored by presenting the mass as a collective
hero; rather than a specific individual, society as a whole was the protagonist in his films.  At least three of his movies
are considered classics of cinematic art: Potemkin (1925), Alexander Nevsky (1938), and Ivan the Terrible (1944).
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION TWO:  LISTENING COMPREHENSION

This section of the test consists of a listening comprehension assignment.  You will listen to an audiotaped
passage that will begin with directions that will tell you what to listen for.  The directions will be read aloud
on the tape.  They are also printed in your test booklet.  Listen carefully to the directions on the tape and
follow along in your test booklet.  The listening passage will be read twice.  After you have heard the passage
twice, you will respond in writing to the assignment in your test booklet.  Your response may be written in
either the target language or English.  This should be your original work, written in your own words, and not
copied or paraphrased from some other work.

The tape cannot be stopped, nor can any part of it be replayed.  Therefore, listen carefully.  If you have any
questions or if you cannot hear this tape clearly, please raise your hand now.

Your response to the listening comprehension assignment in this section will be evaluated on the basis of the
following criteria.  Please take the next 30 seconds to familiarize yourself with these criteria.

LISTENING
COMPREHENSION accuracy and completeness in comprehending spoken language

INFERENCE demonstrated ability to infer information accurately from spoken
language, including subtleties such as tone
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Practice Listening Comprehension Assignment

(You will hear and read in the test booklet:)

7. This question is a listening comprehension exercise.  You will hear a conversation between
two speakers.  After you have heard the conversation twice, you will respond in writing to the
assignment in your test booklet.  Before you hear the conversation, you will be given 30 seconds
to study the assignment.  Begin studying the assignment now.

(You will see in the test booklet:)

Write a brief response in which you:

• describe the relationship between the two speakers;

• explain the context in which the conversation probably takes place; and

• predict what is likely to happen as a result of the conversation.

Write your response on the following page.  It may be written in either Russian or English.

(You will hear:)

Listen carefully to the following conversation.  After you have heard it twice, respond to the
assignment in your test booklet.

(Speaker 1): Zdravstvujte, doktor.

(Speaker 2): Zdravstvujte. Sadites;, po'alujsta. Na hto vy 'aluetes;*

(Speaker 1): Ka'etsq u menq gripp. Ohen; bolit golova, gorlo, i q sil;no kawlq[. Segodnq
q tak ploxo sebq huvstvoval, hto da'e ne pow\l na rabotu.

(Speaker 2): A temperatura u vas est;* Sejhas posmotrim... Da, u vas povywennaq
temperatura. Kogda vy pohuvstvovali sebq ploxo*

(Speaker 1): Neskol;ko dnej tomu nazad, no q kak-to ne obratil na `to vnimaniq.

(Speaker 2): Sejhas q vas posluwa[. Sdelajte glubokij vdox, tak, zader'ite dyxanie,
teper; mo'no vydoxnut;. Vs\ v porqdke. Xripov net, no neskol;ko dnej
prid\tsq prinimat; analgin. U vas est; e]\ 'aloby*

(Speaker 1): Da, doktor. Q ploxo spl[.

(Speaker 2): Q vypiwu vam snotvornoe. Prinimajte odnu tabletku pered snom, kak ukazano
v recepte. Nikakix osnovanij dlq bespokojstva net. Sobl[dajte postel;nyj
re'im, pejte bol;we 'idkosti, otdyxajte. Vot luhwij recept ot grippa.
Zajdite ko mne herez nedel[.

(Speaker 1): Spasibo, doktor. Do svidaniq.

(Speaker 2): Do svidaniq. Vyzdoravlivajte.
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Description of the Task

In this section of the test, you will listen to an audiotaped passage and then respond in writing to a series of questions
about the assignment.  The audiotaped passage will be drawn from a conversation between two speakers.  The
questions will direct you to do one or more of the following tasks:

• describe or identify the speakers,

• make an inference about the conversation (for example, what is being discussed or where the conversation
takes place), or

• summarize the conversation or predict what the outcome will be.

An excellent response would demonstrate a thorough and accurate understanding of the content of the passage,
including virtually all significant details.  The examinee would accurately infer information implied in the passage, even if
it is subtly conveyed in the audiotape.  Because this exercise is designed to test your listening skills and not your writing
ability, you may write your response in either the target language or English.  You should choose the language that is
more familiar to you.

A Very Good Response to the Practice Listening Comprehension Assignment

~tot razgovor proisxodit me'du doktorom i ego pacientom.

Pacient 'aluetsq, hto u nego gripp i ploxoj son.  Doktor proveril i opredelil u
pacienta povywennu[ temperaturu, otsutstvie xripov v l\gkix i propisal emu
prinimat; neskol;ko dnej analgin, a tak'e snotvornoe.

Pacient budet prinimat; lekarstva, vylehitsq ot grippa i budet xorowo spat;.
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION THREE:  READING AND VOCABULARY

This section of the test consists of a reading and vocabulary assignment.  You will read a passage and
respond in writing to a series of questions about the passage.  Your response may be written in either the
target language or English.  This should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied
or paraphrased from some other work.

Your response to the reading and vocabulary assignment will be evaluated on the basis of the following
criteria:

LITERAL
COMPREHENSION

accuracy and completeness in comprehending literal content of
written language

INFERENCE demonstrated ability to infer information implied in a reading
passage, including subtleties such as tone
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Practice Reading and Vocabulary Assignment

8. Read the passage below.  Then respond to the assignment that follows.

Nawli izvozhika i poexali v Oreandu.
_ Q sejhas vnizu v perednej uznal tvo[ famili[% na doske napisano fon Dideric,
_ skazal Gurov. _ Tvoj mu' nemec*
_ Net, u nego, ka'etsq, ded byl nemec, no sam on pravoslavnyj.
     V Oreande sideli na skam;e, nedaleko ot cerkvi, smotreli vniz na more
i molhali.  Qlta byla edva vidna skvoz; utrennij tuman, na verwinax gor nepodvi'no
stoqli belye oblaka.  Listva ne wevelilas; na derev;qx, krihali cikady, i odnoobraznyj,
gluxoj wum morq, donosivwijsq snizu, govoril o pokoe, o vehnom sne, kakoj o'idaet nas.
Tak wumelo vnizu, kogda e]\ tut ne bylo ni Qlty, ni Oreandy, teper; wumit i budet
wumet; tak 'e ravnoduwno i gluxo, kogda nas ne budet.  I v `tom postoqnstve, v polnom
ravnoduwii k 'izni i smerti ka'dogo iz nas kroetsq, byt; mo'et, zalog nawego vehnogo
spaseniq, nepreryvnogo dvi'eniq 'izni na zemle, nepreryvnogo soverwenstva.  Sidq
rqdom s molodoj 'en]inoj, kotoraq na rassvete kazalos; takoj krasivoj, uspokoennyj i
oharovannyj v vidu `toj skazohnoj obstanovki _ morq, gor, oblakov, wirokogo neba,
Gurov dumal o tom, kak v su]nosti, esli vdumat;sq, vs\ prekrasno na `tom svete, vs\,

krome togo, hto my sami myslim i delaem, kogda zabyvaem o vyswix celqx bytiq1, o svo\m
heloveheskom dostoinstve.
     Podow\l kakoj-to helovek _ dol'no byt;, storo', _  posmotrel na nix i uw\l.  I `ta
podrobnost; pokazalas; takoj tainstvennoj i to'e krasivoj.  Vidno bylo, kak priw\l
paroxod iz Feodosii, osve]\nnyj utrennej zar\j, u'e bez ognej.
_ Rosa na trave, _ skazala Anna Sergeevna posle molhaniq.
_ Da.  Pora domoj.
Oni vernulis; v gorod.

1existence

Write a brief response in which you:

• describe the physical setting of the events narrated in the passage; and

• explain what Gurov is thinking as he contemplates Anna and his surroundings.

Be as specific as you can in citing examples from the passage to support your statements.

Your response may be written in either Russian or English.
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Description of the Task

In this section of the test, you will read text and respond in writing to a series of questions about it.  The text may be
drawn from a newspaper story, a magazine article, a travel guidebook, a literary work, or some other text in the target
language.  The questions will direct you to do one or more of the following tasks:

• summarize information stated in the text,

• make an inference from it (for example, the writer's implied attitude toward the subject, or the relationship
between two or more fictional characters), or

• recall one or more details.

An excellent response would demonstrate a thorough and accurate understanding of the literal content of the passage,
including virtually all significant details.  The examinee would accurately infer information implied in the passage, even if
it is subtly conveyed in the text.  Because this exercise is designed to test your reading skill and not your writing ability,
you may write your response in either the target language or English.  You should choose the language that is more
familiar to you.

A Very Good Response to the Practice Reading and Vocabulary Assignment

Dejstvie proisxodilo v Oreande, kurortnom meste.  Gurov sidel rqdom s molodoj,
krasivoj damoj na skam;e okolo cerkvi.  Vnizu vidnelos; odnoobrazno wumevwee
more.  Bylo tixo i spokojno.  Da'e listva na derev;qx ne wevelilas;.  Pokoj
o]u]alsq vo vs\m.

Gurov byl oharovan `toj skazohnoj obstanovkoj.  On dumal, hto v su]nosti vs\
prekrasno na `tom svete, krome togo, hto my sami myslim i delaem, kogda zabyvaem o
vyswix celqx bytiq, o svo\m heloveheskom dostoinstve.  On dumal, hto vs\ bylo na
zemle do nas i budet posle nas, v polnom ravnoduwii k 'izni i smerti ka'dogo iz
nas.
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FOUR:  WRITTEN EXPRESSION

This section of the test consists of a written expression assignment.  The assignment can be found on the
following page.  You should use your time to plan, write, review, and edit your response to the assignment.

Read the assignment carefully before you begin to write.  Think about how you will organize your response.
You may use any blank space provided following the assignment to make notes, write an outline, or
otherwise prepare your response.  However, your final response must be written on the lined pages
provided in your test booklet.

A list of suggestions is provided to help direct your response to the assignment.  It is not necessary that you
cover every point on the list, nor are you limited in your response to those points indicated.  You are,
however, required to write about the general assignment which you are given, and part of your score for the
assignment will be based on the degree to which you elaborate on the assignment by addressing either the
suggested points or points of your choosing.

Your response to the written expression assignment will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria:

PURPOSE the extent to which the objective of the assignment is achieved and
the appropriateness of the response for the intended audience

COHERENCE organization and clarity of ideas

CONTENT development of ideas and relevance of supporting details

GRAMMAR accuracy of grammatical forms and syntax

VOCABULARY command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions

MECHANICS accuracy of spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation

Your response must be written in the target language.

Be sure to write about the assigned topic and use multiple paragraphs.  Please write legibly.  You may not use
any reference materials during the test.  This should be your original work, written in your own words, and not
copied or paraphrased from some other work.  Remember to review what you have written and make any
changes you think will improve your response.
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Practice Written Expression Assignment

Competency 0013

Write a well-organized passage of several paragraphs in Russian that is appropriate in style and diction for a given
audience, purpose, and occasion and that communicates a message effectively through use of a range of vocabulary,
idiomatic expressions, and simple and complex linguistic constructions.

9. Imagine that you have received a letter from a friend who lives in a Russian-speaking country and who
has not heard from you for almost a year.  The friend asks for news of your recent activities and future
plans, including your professional goals. Write a letter in Russian in which you give a brief account of
your activities over the last year, tell your friend of your plans to become a language teacher, and explain
why you have chosen to enter this profession.  You may wish to include, but are not limited to, the
following topics:

• your recent educational and work experiences;

• how a particular person or event influenced your decision to become a language teacher;

• your view of the value of foreign language learning to young people in the United States;

• aspects of your chosen career that you expect to find especially enjoyable.
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A Very Good Response to the Practice Written Expression Assignment

Zdravstvuj, dorogoj Vasq@

God tomu nazad q priexal v Ameriku i s tex por ne pisal tebe nihego, tak kak
privykal k moej novoj 'izni.  Takoe huvstvo, kak-budto q popal na drugu[ planetu.
Vse l[di, okru'a[]ie menq zdes=, otnosqtsq ko mne s interesom, teplom i zabotoj,
stara[tsq pomoh; mne vo vs\m.  Za `to q im ohen; blagodaren.  Narod v Soedin\nnyx
Wtatax ne imeet tex problem, kotorye byli u menq do priezda v Ameriku.  Esli ty
hestno trudiw;sq, to mo'ew; imet; vs\, hto tvoq duwa po'elaet.  Magaziny zdes;
lomqtsq ot tovarov i produktov.  L[di v Amerike ne zna[t, hto takoe nu'dat;sq v
h\m-libo ili presledovat;sq po religioznym motivam.

Kogda q priexal, u menq byla cel;--vyuhit; anglijskij qzyk i najti rabotu.  Sejhas
q rabota[ upakov]ikom na predpriqtii.  Rabota postoqnnaq, hto osobenno va'no v
Soedin\nnyx Wtatax.  Vyuhil na kursax dlq inostrancev nahal;nyj kurs anglijskogo
qzyka.  Mogu ob]at;sq s prodavcami v magazinax i rabotnikami raznyx uhre'denij.

Sejhas, na sobstvennom opyte q ponql va'nost; professii uhitelq, osobenno,
uhitelq qzyka.  Bez znaniq qzyka ty 'iv\w; kak gluxonemoj.  Q ponql, hto uhitel;
qzyka vypolnqet bol;wu[ ob]estvennu[ zadahu%  nauhit; pravil;nomu qzyku molodyx
amerikancev i novyx amerikancev, nedavno priexavwix v SWA.  Po`tomu q vybral svoj
put; v 'izni%  osen;[ postupl[ v uhitel;skij kolled' i herez neskol;ko let stanu
uhitelem qzyka.

V molodosti my ne pridavali znaheniq izuheni[ inostrannogo qzyka.  Q v wkole
izuhal anglijskij qzyk, no, priexav v Ameriku, q ponql, hto ne zna[ ego soverwenno,
potomu hto ne uhil ego userdno.  Krome togo, znanie inostrannogo qzyka oboga]aet
heloveka znaniqmi i opytom.  Ka'dyj qzyk nes\t v sebe kul;turu svoego naroda,
kotoraq vnosit svoj vklad v ob]ehelovehesku[ kul;turu.  Q shita[ izuhenie
inostrannogo qzyka ohen; va'nym delom dlq ka'dogo obrazovannogo helovekq.
Po`tomu q ubeditel;no sovetu[ molodym l[dqm izuhat; inostrannye qzyki.

Zanimaqs; prepodavaniem qzyka v wkole, q smogu nabl[dat;, kak moi znaniq
pereda[tsq i usvaiva[tsq det;mi, kak deti ovladeva[t pravilami razgovornoj rehi i
pis;mennogo qzyka.  Zanimaqs; prepodavaniem qzyka, q smogu uglublqt; i raswirqt;
moi sobstvennye znaniq o qzyke, i kul;ture, poluhaq ot `togo neizmerimoe
udovletvorenie.

S ne'nost;[, tvoj

Miwa
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FIVE:  ORAL EXPRESSION

For this section of the test, you will speak on tape in the target language in response to an assignment
presented in this test booklet.  You will read the assignment and have one minute to consider your response.
You will be told when to begin speaking, and you may take up to two minutes to complete your response.
You will be told when the two minutes are up.

You will be provided with a list of suggestions to help direct your response.  It is not necessary that you
address every point on the list, nor are you limited to the points mentioned.  However, what you say must be
relevant to the situation with which you are presented, and part of your score will be based on the degree to
which you elaborate on the topic by addressing either the suggested points or points of your choosing.

You may NOT write in this test booklet.  You will be scored only on the response you provide on the
audiotape after the announcer instructs you to begin speaking.

Your response to the oral expression assignment will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria:

CONTENT
adequacy of the information presented, including the number of
ideas, the development of ideas, and the depth and specificity of
supporting details

COHERENCE organization and clarity of ideas communicated

GRAMMAR
accuracy of grammatical and syntactic constructions
(e.g., conjugation of verbs, appropriate use of tenses,
subject/pronoun and article/noun agreement)

VOCABULARY command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions and
appropriateness of word choice

FLUENCY ability to maintain a flow of speech, without hesitation or pauses
which affect the overall comprehensibility of the response

PRONUNCIATION comprehensibility of articulation and the appropriateness of stress

Be sure to speak about the assigned topic.  You may not use any reference materials during the test.

Once the tape has begun, it cannot be stopped, nor can you re-record your response.

When you have finished reading these directions, please look up.  You will receive further instructions from
your test administrator.
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Practice Oral Expression Assignment

Competency 0014

In response to a prompt, construct connected oral discourse in Russian that communicates a message effectively and
that demonstrates command of a range of vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and simple and complex language
structures.

(You will hear and read in the test booklet:)

10. Read the instructions below.  You will have 1 minute to study these instructions.  Then, when you
are told to do so, begin to respond in Russian.  You may take up to 2 minutes to complete your
response.  You will be told when the 2 minutes are up.  You may begin studying the instructions
now.  You will be told when to begin speaking.

(You will read in the test booklet:)

Imagine that you have just met Ms. Gurevich, a teacher from a Russian-speaking country who is on a
two-week visit to the area where you live.  You wish to give Ms. Gurevich an orientation to the local
area to help make her visit as enjoyable as possible.  Speaking in Russian, provide Ms. Gurevich with
information about the area that will help ensure that her visit is as pleasant as possible.  You may wish
to include, but are not limited to, the following topics:

• where to find various essential items (e.g., stores and restaurants in the area);

• the different means of transportation available (e.g., buses, trains, taxis, subways) and how to use
them;

• descriptions of interesting tourist attractions (e.g., museums, parks, monuments).

(You will have 1 minute to study the instructions above.  Then you will have 2 minutes to respond on
audiotape.)
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Description of the Task

In this section of the test, you will speak on tape in the target language, in response to an assignment that describes in
English an imaginary situation requiring oral communication (for example, a problem you encounter while traveling in
an area where the target language is spoken).  You will read the assignment in your test booklet and have one minute
to consider your response, then two minutes to speak.  Your response to the oral expression assignment will be
evaluated using the following six criteria:

CONTENT adequacy of the information presented, including the number of ideas, the development
of ideas, and the depth and specificity of supporting details

COHERENCE organization and clarity of ideas communicated

GRAMMAR accuracy of grammatical and syntactic constructions (e.g., conjugation of verbs,
appropriate use of tenses, subject/pronoun and article/noun agreement)

VOCABULARY command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions and appropriateness of word choice

FLUENCY ability to maintain a flow of speech, without hesitation or pauses which affect the
overall comprehensibility of the response

PRONUNCIATION comprehensibility of articulation and the appropriateness of stress

An excellent response to the assignment would address the assigned topic and develop it by extensive elaboration of
specific points.  The response would be delivered in a consistently clear manner.  The examinee would speak fluently,
using a variety of sentences.  The examinee's vocabulary would show mastery of a broad vocabulary including
appropriate idiomatic expressions.  The examinee would handle simple and complex linguistic constructions, avoiding
errors that interfere with communication.  The speaker would exhibit good to excellent pronunciation and intonation.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT SCORING

All responses to OSAT constructed-response assignments (written and oral) are scored using scoring scales that
describe varying levels of performance.  These scales were approved by committees of Oklahoma educators who
reviewed both the performance characteristics and the scoring scales.

Each response is scored by multiple scorers according to standardized procedures during scoring sessions held
immediately after each administration of the CEOE.  Scorers with relevant professional backgrounds are oriented to
these procedures before the scoring session and are carefully monitored during the scoring sessions.

A constructed-response assignment response is designated unscorable if it is blank, not on the assigned topic, illegible
or unintelligible, not in the appropriate language, or of insufficient length to score.  If you do not provide a scorable
response for each constructed-response assignment on your test, you cannot pass the test regardless of your scores on
the other section(s) of the test.

Sample Performance Characteristics for Listening Comprehension Assignment

LISTENING
COMPREHENSION

accuracy and completeness in comprehending spoken language

INFERENCE
demonstrated ability to infer information accurately from spoken language, including
subtleties such as tone

Sample Scoring Scale for Listening Comprehension Assignment

SCORE SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

4
• The candidate demonstrates thorough comprehension of the literal content of a sample of spoken language.
• The candidate accurately infers implied information, including correctly characterizing tone when it is a

factor in comprehension.

3

• The candidate demonstrates good overall comprehension of the literal content, though some details may be
misunderstood or missed.

• The candidate shows some ability to infer implied information, though some subtleties in tone may be
misinterpreted or missed.

2
• The candidate shows partial comprehension discerning the main idea but does not understand significant

supporting ideas and details.
• The candidate generally does not infer information or discern tone.

1
• The candidate does not demonstrate understanding of the main idea, showing comprehension only of

isolated words and phrases.
• The candidate does not infer information or discern tone.

U The response is unrelated to the assigned topic, illegible, not written in the required language, not
of sufficient length to score, or merely a repetition of the assignment.

B There is no response to the assignment.
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Sample Performance Characteristics for Reading and Vocabulary Assignment

LITERAL COMPREHENSION accuracy and completeness in comprehending literal content of written language

INFERENCE
demonstrated ability to infer information implied in a reading passage, including
subtleties such as tone

Sample Scoring Scale for Reading and Vocabulary Assignment

SCORE SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

4
• The candidate demonstrates thorough understanding of the literal content of the reading passage, including

significant details.
• The candidate accurately infers implied information, even if this information is subtly conveyed in the text.

3 • The candidate demonstrates understanding of the main idea of the passage but misses some details.
• The candidate shows some ability to infer information from the text but may misinterpret some subtleties.

2
• The candidate shows partial understanding of the main idea but does not understand significant supporting

ideas and details.
• The candidate generally does not make inferences from the text.

1
• The candidate does not extract the main idea from the passage, demonstrating comprehension only of

isolated words and phrases.
• The candidate does not make any inferences implied in the text.

U The response is unrelated to the assigned topic, illegible, not written in the required language, not
of sufficient length to score, or merely a repetition of the assignment.

B There is no response to the assignment.



2-26 Certification Examinations for Oklahoma Educators Study Guide—Russian

Sample Performance Characteristics for Written Expression Assignment

PURPOSE
the extent to which the objective of the assignment is achieved and the
appropriateness of the response for the intended audience

COHERENCE organization and clarity of ideas

CONTENT development of ideas and relevance of supporting details

GRAMMAR accuracy of grammatical forms and syntax

VOCABULARY command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions

MECHANICS accuracy of spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation
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Sample Scoring Scale for Written Expression Assignment

SCORE SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

4

The "4" response reflects a thorough application and strong command of the performance
characteristics for the written assignment.
• The response thoroughly fulfills the purpose of the written assignment and is completely appropriate for

the intended audience.
• The candidate's ideas are well organized and clearly expressed.
• Ideas are extensively developed and well supported with relevant information.
• The response shows a comprehensive command of syntax and grammar, containing only minor errors that

do not interrupt communication.
• Vocabulary reflects a broad command of the language and appropriate use of idiomatic expressions.
• Spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation are mastered, with few, if any, errors.

3

The "3" response reflects a general application and command of the performance characteristics for
the written assignment.
• The response satisfactorily fulfills the purpose of the written assignment and is generally appropriate for the

intended audience.
• The candidate's ideas show some organization and are generally clear.
• Ideas are generally developed with some elaboration and support of specific points.
• The response shows a good command of syntax and grammar, though some errors may cause minor

interruptions in communication.
• Vocabulary and idiomatic expressions are general, but do communicate a complete message.
• There are minor errors in spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation that do not interfere with

communication.

2

The "2" response reflects a partial application and limited command of the performance
characteristics for the written assignment.
• The response partially fulfills the purpose of the written assignment and may not be entirely appropriate for

the intended audience.
• The candidate's ideas show limited organization and are somewhat unclear.
• Ideas are developed in a limited way with minimal support.
• The response shows a limited command of syntax and grammar, containing frequent errors that partially

impede communication of ideas.
• Vocabulary is simple, lacks key words and expressions, and communicates a partial message.
• There are some errors in spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation, which partially interfere with

communication.

1

The "1" response reflects a weak application and little or no command of the performance
characteristics for the written assignment.
• The response does not fulfill the purpose of the written assignment and is inappropriate for the intended

audience.
• The candidate's ideas are unorganized and unclear.
• Ideas are developed minimally, if at all, and lack any relevant supporting detail.
• The response shows little command of basic elements of grammar or syntax, containing numerous and

frequent errors that impede communication.
• Vocabulary, with numerous word usage errors, does not communicate a complete message.
• Errors in spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation are so numerous that they impede communication.

U The response is unrelated to the assigned topic, illegible, not written in the required language, not
of sufficient length to score, or merely a repetition of the assignment.

B There is no response to the assignment.
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Sample Performance Characteristics for Oral Expression Assignment

CONTENT
adequacy of the information presented, including the number of ideas, the development
of ideas, and the depth and specificity of supporting details

COHERENCE organization and clarity of ideas communicated

GRAMMAR
accuracy of grammatical and syntactic constructions (e.g., conjugation of verbs,
appropriate use of tenses, subject/pronoun and article/noun agreement)

VOCABULARY command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions and appropriateness of word choice

FLUENCY
ability to maintain a flow of speech, without hesitation or pauses which affect the overall
comprehensibility of the response

PRONUNCIATION comprehensibility of articulation and the appropriateness of stress
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Sample Scoring Scale for Oral Expression Assignment

SCORE SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

4

The "4" response reflects a thorough application and strong command of the performance
characteristics for the speaking assignment.
• The candidate's ideas are well developed and elaborated.
• The candidate's ideas are logically sequenced, well connected, and consistently clear.
• The response shows a comprehensive command of syntax and grammar, containing only minor errors that

do not interfere with the comprehensibility of ideas.
• The candidate demonstrates extensive command of appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic expressions.
• The candidate maintains a strong flow of speech with few, if any, hesitations or pauses.
• The candidate's pronunciation is easily intelligible with few, if any, errors.

3

The "3" response reflects a general application and command of the performance characteristics for
the speaking assignment.
• The candidate's ideas are generally developed, with some elaboration.
• The candidate's ideas are organized and are generally clear.
• The response shows good command of syntax and grammar, though some errors may cause minor

interruptions in the comprehensibility of ideas.
• The candidate demonstrates a good command of generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic

expressions.
• The candidate generally maintains a steady flow of speech with only occasional hesitations and pauses.
• The candidate's pronunciation is generally intelligible with only minor errors.

2

The "2" response reflects a partial application and limited command of the performance
characteristics for the speaking assignment.
• The candidate's ideas show limited development and elaboration.
• The candidate's ideas are only partially organized and are at times unclear.
• The response shows a limited command of syntax and grammar, containing frequent errors that partially

impede the comprehensibility of ideas.
• The candidate demonstrates a limited range of expression, using very simple vocabulary and lacking some

key words and phrases.
• The candidate does not maintain a consistent flow of speech, with frequent hesitations and pauses.
• The candidate's pronunciation contains several errors and is occasionally difficult to understand.

1

The "1" response reflects a weak application and little or no command of the performance
characteristics for the speaking assignment.
• The candidate's response provides few, if any, comprehensible ideas, with minimal development.
• The candidate's ideas are not organized and are largely unclear.
• The response shows little command of basic elements of grammar or syntax, containing numerous and

frequent errors that make ideas incomprehensible.
• The candidate demonstrates little knowledge of vocabulary beyond the most common words and may

misuse and misform numerous words and expressions.
• The candidate does not maintain any flow of speech, with frequent hesitations and pauses that interrupt

comprehensibility.
• The candidate's pronunciation contains numerous errors and is at times unintelligible.

U
The response is unrelated to the assigned topic, inaudible/incomprehensible, not spoken in the
required language, not of sufficient length to score, or merely a repetition of the assignment.

B There is no response to the assignment.
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